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but a body of People joined together by juſt 
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55 H E two: co Edina bet in 
| ES theſe Words have ſuch a foundation 
in the reaſon of things, that tho 

57 they are well worthy the Wiſdom 
=) of che wiſeſt Man, they want no 
W ee to convince us of the; truth of them. 


That Righteouſneſs or Vertue is neceſſary to ex- 


alt z Nation; to make it flouriſh in Proſperity 


and Glory; and that Sin or Vice, on the other 


hand, is a reproach to a People, and deſtructive 


of their Happineſs, and will, if ſuffered to pre- 
vail, in the end prove the Ruin of them, are 

| Truths. that may caſily be demonſtrated, and 
with the greateſt certainty, from the effential 
Characters and natural Tendencies of. Virtue 
and Vice, compared with the deſign and end 


and nature of Society. For what is a Society, 


and 


from without. 
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and righteous Laws? And what are juſt and 
righteous Laws, but Obligations on the Mem- 


bers of the Society to live virtuouſly? When 


therefore the Members live up to thoſe Obli- 
gations, and obſerve the Laws, the Society, if 


rightly conſtituted, muſt needs flouriſnh, ſince 


the end is anſwered for which it was at firſt 


formed. While the Laws are obſerved, the 


Society is true to itſelf, its Tranquillity and 
Happineſs will be maintained, nothing can di- 
ſturb it from within; nor will it eaſily be 
deſtroyed by any Foreign Force. But if a 


Society be falſe to itſelf, if the juſt and righte- 


ous Laws on which tis founded, are thrown 
down and trampled on, when Vice takes the 
Place of Virtue, Ruin and Deſtruction muſt 
needs enſue; it will be divided within itſelf, 
weakened by an infinite variety of domeſtick 
evils, and become an eaſy prey to every Invader 


Bur there is no need of any nice enquiry 


into the Principles and Nature of Society, or 


of thoſe things which either conſtitute, or are 
deſtructive of its Happineſs, in order to demon- 


ſtrate what is aſſerted in the Text. Experience 


abundantly confirms the Truth of both Parts 
of it. The gradual Riſe and Fall of Nations 
has been in proportion to the Prevalency of Vir- 
tue or Vice among them. As no Nation has long 
flouriſhed after it had abandoned the virtuous 


Conduct it was before formed for, ſo Vice 
is found to have been a certain forerunner of Ruin 
to People who have been univerſally infected 
with it. Nor can it be otherwiſe; Vice carries 


ok 


in it as ſure preſages of Deſtruction to the 
body Politick, as any the moſt fatal Sym- 
ptoms can be of the death of a Natural Body. 
Theſe are known Truths, and what all Hiſtories 
atteſt. But thoſe who are unacquainted with the 
Hiſtories. of Nations, thoſe whoſe views are 
not enough extended to take in ſuch large 
Objects as States and Kingdoms, and to conſi- 
der their Beginnings, Progreſs, PerfeQion, and 
decline, need only look into private Families, 
to ſee what influence Virtue and Vice, or 
which is the ſame thing, good and ill Go- 
vernment have upon them. For if the Fate 
of Families depends on theſe, that of Nations 
muſt do ſo too; for what is a Nation but a 
collection of Families united by Laws common 
to them? But the whole, the collective Body, 
can't thrive while the ſeveral Parts viſibly lan- 
guiſh and decay; nor, on the contrary, can a 
Nation decline in its Glory, or be in danger of 
Ruin, while the conſtituent Parts are vigorous 
and ſtrong, and in a flouriſhing Condition. 
The whole is made up of the Parts, and 
3 can't but ſhare in the ſame Fate with 
. . : 


-. Tris all wiſe Governours, all civilized 


Nations, have ſhewn themſelves ſufficiently ſen- 


ſible of, both by the Wiſdom and Goodneſs 
of the Laws in which their States were Ori- 
ginally founded, and by the penal Laws they 
have from time to time added, according 
do the Exigency of things, .to puniſh Profane- | 
neſs and Immorality, and thereby promote the 
Practice of Virtue and Religion. Governours 
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indeed have it. greatly in their Power to encou- 
rage Virtue, by their favours to deſerving Men, 
and the | rewards they have always in their 
hands; but the Laws can do it only by ma- 
king Vice penal. But even that directly tends to 

romote Virtue, by obliging the Vicious to 

ave off their Vices,and by the protection thereby 


e to the Virtuous, who are by ſuch penal 


awys not only ſecured from the contagion of 


Vice, but from the Miſchief they would be 


expoſed to from vicious Men, if unreſtrained. 
Bo T if this be ſo, if this be the ſenſe of 
all wiſe Governours, of all civilized Nations, 


which the Laws againſt Vice univerſally ſhew 


it is, how comes it to paſs that Vice every 
where ſo much abounds? Whence is it we 
feel ſo little effect from ſuch wholeſome and 
good Laws? How come Profaneneſs and Im- 


morality, in all the Branches of them, to be 
fo predominant, in defiance of all the Legiſlature 


has been able to do for the ſuppreſſion of them? 


The Reaſon of this is but too plain; the Laws 
cannot execute themſelves, they are but a dead 


Letter; and though they threaten ever ſo ſe- 


verely, they threaten but in vain, unleſs thoſe 


in whom the executive Power is lodged give 
them Life, and make thoſe whom it concerns 


feel, that in their Hands they have their full 


energy and force, and can do all they threaten, 
and effectually inflict Penalties, if they can't 
„ , Sed. 

Bur if Magiſtrates can do this, if they can 
give Life to the Laws, and make them anſwer 
their end, why is not this done? Why are 


not 


* 


not Laws, on which the Welfare of Society 

| ſo much depends, better executed? Why, when 
i is ſo much in the Power of the Magiſtrate to 
hinder it, do Profaneſs and Immorality ſo of- 
ten go unpuniſhed? Becauſe Magiſtrates are 
Men; to make Government perfect, Governours 
ſhould not be of the ſame ſpecies with the Per- 


ſons governed, liable to all the ſame Infirmities, 


ſubject to the ſame Paſſions; they ſhould be 


Beings of a ſuperior Order, of more unſhaken 


Virtue, more exalted Faculties, and of greater 
Power, If thoſe who by a figure are called 
Shepherds, were as ſuperior in Nature to their 


Flocks, as the real Shepherd is to his, we might 


hope they would be as well governed. The 
Imperfections of humane Nature are ſo many 
and ſo great, that it is no wonder, a truly 
good Magiſtrate is no very common thing. 
SoM Men in their natural Tempers, tho' 
otherwiſe good and honeſt Men, are indolent 
and unactive, and will not be at the Trouble 
to underſtand the Powers they are intruſted with, 
much leſs duly to execute them. They have 
neither Eyes nor Ears to ſee Offences, or hear 
Complaints, they can't bear the fight of a 


Conſtable or an Informer, tis a pain to them 


to be put upon Action, and they are as much 
afraid of an Offender, as an Offender can be of 
them. This Temper makes them on all oc- 
cafions decline their Duty by all the little 
Arts they can. But ſhould not fuch Men 


conſider what they owe to their King and 
Country, who have a right to expect this Ser- 
vice from them, and to which when they 
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entred on their Office they did by the moſt 
ſacred tyes oblige themſelves? If they did not 


0 
* 


* intend to quit their Indolence and love of Eaſe, 


they ſhould have declined a Charge they are 
ſo unequal to. But in Truth they owe this 
Service not only to the Publick, but them- 
ſelves; for how can they expect to have an un- 
diſturb'd enjoyment of the Eaſe they are ſo fond 


Poſſeſſion of their own Fortunes, if they will 
not contribute their part to preſerve the publick 
Peace, by uſing their beſt endeavours to prevent 
every ching that tends to the diſturbance of it, 
and by bringing Offenders to condign Puniſh- 
ment? Have they a right to the ſweets of In- 
dolence and. Eaſe? So have others. But ſhould 
this humor once prevail among the better Sort, 
ſhould: they be content to let the things go their 


train, and the World be as wicked as it will; 
the lower part of the People would ſoon give 


them Reaſon to repent, and make them feel 


the Miſchiefs of unreſtrained Wickedneſss. 
_ ANoTHER cauſe of Neglect in Magiſtrates, 
is want of Courage; they are ſenſible Vice 


ought to be reſtrained, but dare not exert them- 


_ ſelves for fear of giving Offence, and 88 
Men who never want inclination to do Miſchief, 


and have no Principles to reſtrain them from 
it, When it is in their Power. Vice, they fear, 


has a ſtrong Party on its ſide, and wicked Men 
ſeldom are without their Confederates and Friends. 


But is not this a ſad Excuſe? Shall it be infa- 
mous in a private Soldier, much more in a com- 
manding Officer, to betray a want of Courage, 
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derived from them upon the whole Community. 


"ruined © themſelves _ by their expenſive Follies, 
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0 Courage, where there always 4s 0 much o oc 
fion for 1 
OTHER May 180 are ” zemiſz in | 
tion of their O ice through an 4 5 of 
neſs and Good-nature ; . they ar 


and Comp 


Puniſhment; 


d 


3. 


Men? 


aſſion to che Follies Hp es People are 
Willing wk hope they will be reclaimed wathow 
| "at it is their rſt Offence, or is only 
a Sally of You th, and that they will in time be wiſer 
and take up. In Mort, they are extremely unwilling 
to do a ſevere thing, « or bring - Offenders to Shame 
or Puniſhment. And there are Caſes, no doubt, 
where a tender neſs towards young Offenders isvery 
Proper; but When it 1s carried to an Exceſs, this 
Steat appearance of good Nature, 5 it be ſin- 
cere, is no way becoming a Yrudent ; CEE Ma- 
e For why ſo much Tenderneſs for 1 | 
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ort cheir Exirava 
5 not their Necefüities 515 

bred thro” all the reſtrajnts, o La 

| Not extreme, indig 


ence ſoon grow nl 
ent, and put 


en of ruined Fortunes, ien 
ſoſt c0 all ente of Shame or Virtne, u on oe 
worſt of Crimes? Wbat can the Publick 
What, bas it not er 
fear from them, if chey are not timely reſtr 
and hindred from ruining themſelves, that they 
may neither be under the Temptatien, nor have 
it in their Power, to ruin others, or diſturb 
lick Welfare? "The Magiſtrate, therefore gh 
to think himſelf in a continual State of War 
againſt vicious Men, who are neceflarily. Enemies 
to the Society; and not 
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ous Men, and none for thoſe ecken mem? 
Why fo much com for ons, and 

none for the Society, which 5 are ſure is 

hurt by their Impunity? This ſavours much of 

—_— on, and Ioolts like courting popularity, 

'the worſt Principles a rate can be 

nchen wich W he = four Fr 2 

obliges e body, and is ſure of T «from him 

and luis Friends, and perhaps of fomething more 
than Thanks; bur he chat does his Duty, directiy 
ohliges no body, receives no Thanks, much lefs 

Reward; thePublick m this reſpect i 18 am ungrate- 

ful Maſter, nothing is to be got by its fervice; 

if there were, I am ape to think, cheſe mild good 
natured Men would foon' be brought to think, 
ſore - tenderneſs} fome piry was due to the Soci- 


; and that it is really cruelty to the e al 
to have their tenderneſs and good nature lye al 
the other way. 

Bur lu ls te be feared, this appearance of ten- 

derneſs and good nature is many times inſin- 

cere, and a pretence only to cover a negligence 
proceeds from a worſe cauſe; I mean the 

obnaziouſneſs of Magiſtrates themſelves, T hey 


3 guiley, perhaps notoriouſly fo, of the faults 


4 Lag ht to puniſh; but with what Face can 


rate be ſevere upon others, while his 
e en tells him; he deſer ves to ſuffer the ſame 


ſeverity himſelf? And probably the World know 
it too; but if they do not, it is almoſt the ſame 


thing; wicked Men are very apt to fuſpect others 
know the Crimes tl — "Hs of themſelves. 


Bur if they are guiley, the ſame fault in them 
i not * ſame; their Station aggravates their 


B 2 Otffence; 


18 


N Offence 3 their Vices are more conſpicuous and 
more infectious, and therefore of worſe conſe- 
quence than in private Men, in proportion to the 
my and nature. of their Office; which makes 
89 5 55 in the eye of the World, and in the reaſon of 
things, more faulty than the Criminal that ſtands 
before them. But it is not ſhame. only reſtrains 
ſuch Men from doing their Duty; ?tis their 
Intereſt to be remiſs; they find greatly their Ac- 
count in it. They who would not be ſeverely 
cenſured themſelves, . muſt not be forward to 
cenſure others. Vicious Magiſtrates therefore 
muſt reſolye to ſee as little as poſſible what is 
amiſs in others, that they may not hear of their 
own faults. This is the ſureſt way to purchaſe: 
an indulgence for themſelves; no body is for- 
ward to be ſevere upon a good-natured Man; his 
Vices will not be narrowly looked into, they will 
be concealed, connived at, extenuated, or deny- 
ed; nothing of which a vigilant and ſtrict Magi- 
ſtrate can ever expect. This, I can't but fear, 
is the caſe of too many Magiſtrates; they are 
vicious themſelves, and therefore afraid to pro- 
voke; and good nature is the cover only under 
which they ſhelter ee for doing their 
Duty no better. 
SO MH would inſinuate as a reaſon of 8 ; 
in ſome Magiſtrates, a cauſe much more blamea- 
ble than any of the former, and that is, the love of 
unrighteous Gain, which tempts Men to ſell Ju- 
ſtice, and make a Trade of the Powers commit- 
ted to them. Inſtead of reſtraining the progreſs 
of Immorality by a vigorous execution of the 
. N . a Licence to Sin, ang. protect 


the 


os 7 
che Perſons! and' Houſes 'they ſhould Pumiſh thi , 
ſuppreſs; they" are in Fee with them, Mi are well 
= for iti | Men 6f this Character will wink 
ard, and be deaf to all Complaints, a and diſcoun- 
tenance'bybry ſtep taken to diſturb the Tents of 
the ungodly; they muſt do ſo, tis cheir bargain, ö 
and a ſure revenue to them. This indeed is ſo 
infamous a part, that it is to be hoped no body is 
ity of it, and that the ſurmiſes of this kind 
are ſurmiſes only, and without Foundation. For 
what a Creature muſt that Man be that is capa- 
ble of ſo vile 4 Practice? How abandoned and 
loſt to all Principles, who can thus make Gain 
his God? What ſenſe has ſuch an one of an 
over · ruling Providence, or of a righteous Judge 
of the World, who can thus make 4 Trade of | 
Sin, and under che colour of a Magiſtrate ſell HINGE 
_ ſelf to be a Factor for the Devi! 
IT Is poſſible indeed the telt 3 neg⸗ 
led of Magiſtrates in not executing the Laws a- 
gainſt Profaneneſs and Immorality may ſome- 
times proceed from a cauſe leſs ſepdafony: than 
ſome of thoſe | if have mentioned, but not leſs 
pernicious ; and that is Party Rage and Malice. 
A Magiſtrate may be ſo weak in his zeal for 
Party, 15 be ſo 4 governed by that Paſſion, as 
to diſcourage all Complaints that come from Per- 
ſons he does not like. He may look on ſuch 
Men as preciſe and hypocritical, Men of falſe 
zeal, and Pretenders only to Reformation, and brow- 
beat them upon every Occaſion, tho' their only 
Fault be, that they are for God and the King. 
But if ſuch Men were capable of a ſober thought, 
they would ſee the cauſe of Virtue is a common 


cauſe, 


121 


eaſe; and chat be and his Party have che ſume In- 

tereſt in it with thoſe he differs om that 
Wei fuffer d te: go unpuniſbed, will in its con- 
CONS reach them. as well as achiens; and that 


Þ n of Party will feel cheeffects 
of hos vi, that hurt or diffueb cht publick- 


a 
N e ney che Coli may, gh nor all 
with ame degree of probahility, c aſſigned 
for the amefub neglecꝶ af too many Magiſtrates. 
3 che Laws in execution againſt Vier 
Immeralicg. Rut were the cau of theſe 
Laws not being better executed. folelyin the Ma- 
mee tber would then. hn a zemedy at hand. 
III ingreas Meaſate he-temoved. * 
prudene. and Careful Chdice. If nene were/put 
into Commiſſton, bus Men | of - Honour, [Virtue 
and Integrity, who; had Skill and, Courage; Incli- 

nation and 4 to do their Duty, and who 
hack a true ſenſe; of hat they owed 2 10 
the King, and their Ceuntry, we might rraſo 
bly expect a great reformation ini ffairs, and a vi- 
gorous Execution of the Laws. Nut Men, tho? 
wife and honeſt, and fulb of zeal for che cauſe 
of Virtue, would be Men ſtill, and would ſucceed 
but in purt, for want of che Powers neceflaey to 
ſuppreſs Vice fully and effectually Fis but very 
little Magiſtrates can do upon view, or 
their own- knowledge; they can know only as 
they are informed, nor puniſh- but upon good | 
Proof and full Evidence. But hom difficult 1 is 
that to be had? Men are apt enough, to com- 
Pla nee ee uf — —— 


q Mug of. 58 r f 


| of tilupiſtrares;! Lands they find one willi 
1 o 40 tis Dry, ate thoſe wh are loudeſt i in e 
 Complaintss? de weft, wsd ig Aff n? 


| y appear las Witnelſes, am giveEvidente, 
of owny ene bag hebe ye for” the conviftion 
| of Offenders? ::Norhing les Lopes whoſe 


Mouchs are full of the. of the tunes, will 
_chqnſelves:coturibure-not akedess ir; but few, 
wery. e iI tend: Hand to mend klänge, ana 
able d Magistrat to de, Nhat With e mech 
feetwing concern they expect he fh, r 
Ter Reaſons of chis inconfiſtent' conduR, 
f his packwardneſs to afliſt che Magiſtrate, are 
ain che main che ſame chat have been aſſigned for 
dne neger of Ma "themſelves, and there- 
tote nesd not be tepratedl! Bur chere ate others, 
one eſpecially, and chat the mot conkderable, 
peculiar to this caſe; which\therefore it is of the 
greateſt import ce es the cauſe of Vireve to re- 
move! Ne 160k®into" che Lies and Actions f 
others) ko bring te light che Works of Darkn 
tobe a Wimeſs co gide Evidence to be an Kecbfer 
or a Proſecutor, is c be. an Taformer * Which 1s 
ſuch an ill-founding Word, that good Men are 
diſcouraged by it from d -other 
ſon and Conſeienoe tell theyopghr to dd. 59 
Bor whence” eotnes che e ORR 7 
be fo odious, When the Word in it def is of a 
middle Nature, neither goed nor bad, but as it is 
oth Aud if tr che thing,” we ſhall 
Hind: re is nothing it whenrightly underſtoed, 
that a wiſe and g Man ONT 6 SO ae 
:0f, "If toay:nothing-of RAigion, the fuppreſ- 
e e the good ef the Co Abmich, 


„ R www — 


'T by: * 
as moſt-undenjably it is, then whatever tends to 
Aha, Is for the good of the Community alſo; 

Whatever is proper and neceſſary to. Jo! ;g00dan 
end, Is ty ſelf good, it gan tecbe had. Wbence 
then is eit chat che 'worl-Jnjotmerchas o-ilta 
_ ound % Chiefly perhaps: from hence, bat the 
1 8 tof Mankind, Who are not a ſmall 
party, find: greatly their, account in ita it highly 
gengerns them to diſeontage Informations, chat 
they may 80 on erped 55 andiſturhed in their 
wicked Courſes ;. which could not Jong do, 
if informations hould 24 into Faſhion; and 
; become repurable. Here then is a ſtrong party, 
* ee very loud and noiſy one, always 
- Teagly h rails, an quicryagaloſt, Informers, be the 
1 Yor never {o.juſtifiable,yor; even: commendable. 
But beſides chis, many: things have infact con- 
ttibuted to make che Name adios. There is in ; 
Many People an impettinent Officiouſneſs, chat 
males chem delightiin Talerhearing and 5 8 
"Pale Stories, Which oftentimes do a world [of 
k beg and! greate ſuſpicions: and dene 
among the beſt Friends, When there is little or no 
__.caule;) for, it, were, the caſe truly underſtood. 
The Peace, of privste Hamiliss is offen thus diſtur- 
| bed; circles of Acquazarances are frequently in- 
i Seſted with them 5,a0d jt; were well che Evil would 
ſtop ; there, it enters into Kings, Palaces; little 
4 People hope 2 make a Merit © f this; Offieiouſ- 
in but thoſe that make their Court this Way 
_ x9 Perlons of; Ercat Minds, get nothing by it hut 
1 Contempt and. Hatred they deferyes i: 7.6 38017 
a 5 iT .farther,; many. Laws, that: concern not 
Virte 0 Vice, f ee ee to, Trade and 


Com- 


5 12 
Commerce, as they puniſh the Offenders with 
forfeiture of Goods, or a pecuniary. Penalty, or 
both; ſo to promote Diſcoveries, they give a cer- 
tain part to the Perſons informing. This in all 
times has created Multitudes of Informers, among 
the meaner ſort, who are very buſy and forward 
in making Diſcoveries for the ſake of what they 
are to get by them. The low Condition and 
the mean Circumſtances of theſe People have 
greatly helped to make the Name of Informer 
odious. For their Poverty tempts them to uſe 
many little Artifices, to play Tricks, and ac- 
cuſe falſely; and they are ſometimes found to be 
themſelves. Perſons: of ill Character. And tho 
there be nothing of this in their Caſe, their In- 
formation proceeds not from a publick Spirit, 
or a concern for Trade, and the good of their 
Country; what they do is wholly to ſerve their 
own little Intereſts. e 


Bur what has contributed moſt to make the 
Name of Informer odious, are the ſecret Informati- 
ons given in Affairs of a criminal Nature relating 

to the State. In abſolute and arbitrary Govern- 
ments, and ſuch moſt have been that fill our 
Hiſtories, Informations have been encouraged in 
the moſt ſhameful Manner, and againſt Perſons 
of the greateſt Rank and Merit, and that becauſe 
they were ſo. The Roman Hiſtory under ſome 
of their Emperors is infamous in this reſpect be- 
yond all Imagination. Informations were given 
of Crimes of the higheſt Nature, and the Parties 
accuſed condemned to Confiſcation or Baniſh- 
ment, and often Death, without knowing their Ac- 
cuſers, or the Facts diſtinctly, they were accuſed of, 
which made it rene for them to ane 
ern 1 
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their Innocenee, however | unjuſt wh as; a 
gainſt them Was. As ablobore Governments are 
very frequently oppreſſive ones, and lodged in ill 
Hands, Informations have been ebe 
by Princes, which themſelves knew to be falſe; 
nay, they have condeſcended to be themſelves the 
Contrivers of them; when they could not other- 
wiſe come at the Eſtate or Life they wanted to 
take away. Indeed tyrannical and oppteflive 
Governours. do themſelves often 818 When 
there is no ground for it; for Tyranny, in the 
the nature of it, is always fearful, and Fear, when 
'tis violent, never reaſons; fo that the moſt 3 im- 
probable reports of Confpiracies and Plots are as 
eaſily believed as the moſt credible. Thus it is 
in abſolute Governments; and in unquiet Times, 
all other Governments are too apt to ſwarm 

wich falſe Informers. Wk 

Tu Es are the things that have in all Mee 
made the Name of Informer odious, and fright- 
ned well-meaning People from ſtrengthning the 
hands of the Magiſtrate, and contributing their 
part towards a due Execution of the Laws, by 
giving the neceſſary Informations, tho* they know 
chat without theſe the Power of the Magiſtrate 
is almoſt as uſeleſs and unactive as the Laws them 
ſelves would be without Magiſtrates. But could 
Men diſtinguiſh a little, and raiſe their Minds 
above vulgar Prejudices, they would ſee this point 
in quite another” light. When Information is 
given to a Magiſtrate againſt profane and immo- 
ral Practices, from an honeſt Heart, that fears 
God and loves his Neighbour, when it ſtands 
clear of all imputations that can in the leaſt 
blemiſh it, when it is not done for reward or to get 
** Money 
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Money by it, when it proceeds not from perſonal 
Pique or Revenge, but from Aiſintereſted Views, 
and areal concern for the Publick good, and 
even for the Party offending, when it is not 
made in Secret and in the Dark, but dares to 
come into the open Light, and he that makes it 
is ready not only to accuſe, but to prove, what 
has ſuch an Information in it that is odious be- 
ſides the Name? Let then honeſt Men confider 
how: wrong it is to be aſhamed of what they not 
only believe, but know to be right, and not only 
right, but highly uſeful, nay, abſolutely neceſſary 
for the Publick Good, and the Honour of Al- 
mighty God, both which they are under the 
ſtrongeſt” Obligations to promote. Not to do ſo 
when they ean, is a manifeſt breach of Duty; 
next to the fault of concealing Offenders, is not to 
diſcover them. What is right, what is uſeful, . 
What is neceſſary for the honour of God and the Din 
good of our Country, what our Duty to both re- 
quires of us, can never be mean or diſhonourable, 
much leſs odious. As little as Men like the Name 
of Informer, there are Caſes in which all will a- 
gree in their approbation of it. Who, for exam 
ple, ever thought it unbecoming a Man of the 
niceſt Honour to inform againſt a Highway -Man, 
a Street- Robber, or a Houſe- breaker? Who at 
chis time does not think it not only commend- 
able, but the Duty of every honeſt Man, to in- 
form againſt thoſe Monſters who ſet up for In- 
cendiaries? This plainly ſhews there are caſes, 
in which to inform is ſo far from being mean 
or diſhonourable, that it is confeſſedly, hisbly 
honourable and prefie-worrhy.*" Bur it it be o 
1 r e e ern 
in any caſe; it is certainly in this, Which endea- 
9 © 2 vours 
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yours the Suppreſſion of Profaneneſs' and Im- 
morality, than which nothing can tend more to 
the Preſervation of the Community, nod 
more to its Proſperity and Glory. 
Tus, Iapprehend, are the chief Obſtacles | 
why the Laws we are ſpeaking. of are not 
better executed, The Magiſtrate, for one Rea- 
ſon or other, is not oftentimes ſo willing to do 
his part as he ſhould be, and if he had Will, he 

wants Power; he can't puniſh without Proof, 
and Proof even in flagitious Caſes is not eaſy to 
be had. No Body is willing to inform and make 
himſelf an Evidence, chiefly becauſe the Word 
Informer has an ill ſound; they are likewiſe 
diſcouraged by the Trouble and Expence a Pro- 
ſecutor muſt be at, and are not ſure they ſhall 
not be brow-beaten for it by the Magiſtrate; And 
in that Caſe, what do all their Endeavours to 
ſerve their Country end in? Their Time and 

Pains and Charges are not only all loſt, but the 

Shame that ſhould be brought on the Offenders 
is moſt; unjuſtly turned upon themſelves, and 
Vice, inſtead of the Puniſhment eo to it, goes. 

off triumphant. 
_ THrEesE Conſiderations make it extremely 
difficult to perſwade even good Men to do 
their Duty in this Point, notwithſtanding its 
great uſefulneſs. But the more difficult this is, 
the greater Thanks are due to the worthy Mem- 
bers of the Societies here aſſembled, who have 
the Virtue, the Senſe, the Courage, to deſpiſe 
vulgar Prejudices, and are ready at all Hazards, 
and under all Inconveniencies, to detect profane 
and vicious Men, in order to bring them to con- 
dien Punilh ment. They, thew the World, 
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hos are fully gende any ng! t do cheir Coun- 
try a greater Service, than by promoting the 
Practice of Virtue and Religion, the only true 
Cement of Society. To promote therefore a 
Cauſe in which the Publick is ſo deeply intereſted, 
they are content to ſacrifice their Time and Eaſe; 
they grudge not either the Trouble or Expence it 
gives them, nor do they value the Calumnies or 
Clamours of their Adverfaries, they know them- 
ſelves ta be above Reproach. And whatever 
Succeſs they may have in reforming others, they 
_ can't poſſibly give a greater proof of their on Pie- 
ty and Goodneſs; they have put themſelves under 
a Neceſſity of being ſtrictly Virtuous, fince 
otherwiſe they could not fail to draw upon them- 
ſelves the ſevereſt Cenſures. They know they 
have always Eyes upon them, Eyes the moſt 
piercing and ſharp-ſighted, Enemies that will 
pry into their moſt ſecret Actions, and would 
2 the ſmalleſt failure on the Houſe- tops. 
Men who are at this open Defiance with 
all the vicious part of Mankind, and by their 
Actions bid them do their worſt, ſuch Men ſhew 
they are conſcious, they have nothing to fear or be 
aſhamed of. They are ſafe in their own Integri- 
ty againſt all the Attacts of evi] Tongues; their 
Caule is the cauſe of Virtue}; they have the 
fame Enemies, and I hope will always have 
the ſame Friends; they have a right to the Eſteem 
and Praiſe and Thanks of wiſe and good Men, 
who are the only valuable part of Mankind; and if 
they could poſſibly fail of this part of their Re- 
ward, they know they are engaged in the Cauſe 
of a e and nen, euer W is e wins" 
wi 
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willing amply to recompence wle obe are 
faithful in his Service: 37 918 
Bur it is not Virtue or Courage only ns 
have. ſbewn, but great Prudence Tor vet 
rudent in Men ſo well diſpoſed, ' to form thein- 
elves into Sotieties at firſt; (by which they Are 
ſecured againſt the Inconveniencies © that ngle 
Perſons: ul in ſuch à Work have ben 115 
voidably cexpoſed toi Single Perſons could not 
have ſtood their Ground againſt the Combinations 
of the Wicked; chey could mot have born 
che vexatious Trouble, and the great Expence, . 
that confederate Vice would kabel have 
brought upon them; they would have ſunk under 
che load of Calumny and Slander, that Would 
daily have been vented by falſe Lips, and Tying 
e Nay, their Perſons Would not ave 
been ſafe, their Lives would have been pe 
tually in danger, either by open Violence, or by 
Perjury and Subornation. Theſe Difficulties 
the Projectors of ' theſe Societies wiſely forefaw, 
and for that reaſon formed them. Abd 45 this 8 
ſhews that in the firſt Formation of theſe Socie- 
ties, Virtue and Prudence met together, 'To the 
Rules laid dovyn for theRegulation of them ſhew 
che lame; and the Execution of thoſe Roles tat has 
been all along obferved/ is a manifeſt Provf? that 
the ſame Prudence ſtiſl guides them Por 15 
now about Forty years that theſe Societies have 
been on foot; during which Time we are fore ili! 
Men have not wanted Inelination to find fault | 
where ther e was notie, and to magnifie e\ 
leaſt Miſcarriage or ili conduct, even in the loweſt 
Perſon employed in them; and yet how. Aittle 
bas all the Charge amounted to, they have pre- 
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hoped, not a fem . the Rien at leaſt are reelaĩmed 
by chis Method, and young” Offenders ot the other 
Sen, vb abe not yet ſo far gone into Wiekedneſs 
as to be paſt all Shame and ſenſe of Virtde; others 
wälbbel deterred from taking che ſame i Gburſes, 
when they dee by the Numbers brouglit to Puniſh- 
ment — its; and thoſe who will not be 
reclaimed, cant do ſo much Miſchief, or debauch 
Jo many as they would do, if they were ſuffered to 
goon unmoleſted . Theſe Societies there fore muſt 
In juſtiee to them be allowed to have bern yer 
uſeful 40 the Publick in bringing ſuch Numbers 
of lewd and vicious Creatures to pufiiſhment. Tis 
a very great, ſervieg to the Offenders themſelves, 
if by yi this means they are brought to true Seiife 
2 Follies ahd ure previiled o to f 
themſelves to better Courſes”: Sueh Men have 
great reaſon to thank choſe whom God was pleated 
do make the happy Inftrumeiits to recover” them 
from the fatal Vices they. were engagel iz. thiy 
owe ta chem allcheComfort-of thelt future Eides. 
Had not their Ryes been bus opened to fett 
Danger they were in, they migit haveTperit all 
their Days in Poverty and Infamy, and at laſt died 
Athen lived, in an utter inſenfibility of the ud 
Condition they are in; or from a fenſe of dit 
great guilt under all the torments of defpalr. But 
whether the Perſons thus reclaimed be few or! ma- 
ny, every ee incapacity' the wWieked are put 
under, of corrupting others, is a great ſervice done 
to thoſe who : — d other wiſe See bach 18 12 
by them; ande the number ef hefe is pro 25 
much greater tam of che ocher The gded that 1s 
done of this kind, makes na nbiſe indeed, but 15nd) 
therefore the leſs valuable. Could thoſe whoſe Ih- 
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nocence and Virtue have been —.— by the 1 
terpoſition of theſe Societies from the Snares laid | 
for them, be ſenſible of the eſcape they have had, 
' how thankful would themſelves, their Parents und 
Friends be both to God and Man for it? But this 
muſt have been the caſe of great Numbers, tho 
themſelves be ignorant hence it is, that they have 
not been led into Temptation. Now all who are by 
| theſe means either reclaimed from vicious Cour- 
ſes, or are prevented from falling into them, are ſo 
many proofs of the good effects af theſe Societies, 
and of the ſervice Pro by them to the Publick.- 
By r the moſt uſeful part of their 'Defigns for 
Reformation, in my humble Opinion, are their En- 
deavours to ſuppreſs Houſes of ill Fame; Night- . 
Houſe s, Gaming - Houſes, thoſe Neſts of Lewdneſs, 
and al ſorts of Vice. And we may hope for an un- 
uſual ſucceſs in their Endeavours of this kind from 
the Countenance and encouragement given them 
ya ſett of very-worthy Magiſtrates, to whomgreat 
Thanks are due for the Service they have done their 
| Country by concurring ſo heartily with thoſe who 
are engaged in this part of a Reformation. Experi- 
ence but too much ſhews how eaſy tis for Magi 
ſtrates when they have a mind to it, to make ex. 
cuſes for not acting in ſupport of a good Cauſe 
| 120 th Diligence and Vigor; they may pretend En- 
gagements, Buſineſs, Age, ill Health, or any ching 
for not doing what they ſhould;: it requires Ao 
E great. dexterity,or skill to diſcbuntenance Com- 
| 15 4 ind render chem ineffactual; they may be 
difficult in —— — Evidence, and confound a 
modeſt Witness wich Chicanry and Captiouſneſs; 
mn 15 J may-cafily, 8 ll diſpoſed, nnen the 
Work of Reformation. 9130) 
| WI HAT 
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WP de bring im ſo many Years? An 5 
dark Deſigus of the Bvil one have been in 
theſe: Societies maintain their ground, Erie wil 
doi ſo, i and all the attempts of their Enemies to 
hurt them are in tlie end ſc many Panegy- 
ricks, and che ſureſt Proofs; their ( dender 15 
above ech id 037/364 SH: #7 . 
018 oM82indeed, abo donꝭt think fit openly to 
oppoſe. cheſe Socheties, or directly to cenſure 
the Nefign of chem, would indirectly wound thern 
by ininvacing that they are uſeleſs and unneceſ- 
ſary. And for a Proof of this, they appeal to the 
great Prevalence of Vice, and that Profaneneſs 
and Immorality cee ub us rather than 
loſe ground, nocwithſtanding All the Endeavdurs 
of theſe Societies for ſs many Years.” And it may 
be true that Vice has viſibly increafed of late 
Years, but that will not prove that theſe Socie- 
ties have: not been of great uſe. Profaneneſs and 
Irreligion, Luxury and Lewdneſs, an univerſal 
Libertiniſm and licentioufneſs of Manners 1 
appeared in the Lives of many to a terri 
. degree; but are the middling People, the lower 
1 Men, more vicious than they were for- 
y2 If they are not, the Objection affects not 
theſe Societies, for it is to theſe latter fort chiefly, 
if not Wholly, they confine themſelves; theſe 
are the Men they endeavour to reform, upon 
whoſe Induſtry and Virtue the Strength and the 
Riches, of the Nation ſo much depend. As for 
thoſe of ſuperiour Rank, if the advantages of a 
liberal Education, à ſenſe of Honour, a regard to 
what they owe to their own Families, the Digni- 
ty of their Station, the great Intereſt themſelves 
have in n che n. of their Ry their wy 
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to che King, the beauty and reaſonableneſs of 
Virtue, the ſolemn Engagements they are under 
as Chriſtians, and a concern for their-own Immor- 
tal Souls, if theſe Motives will not prevail with 
them to abſtain from Vice, they muſt go on, and 
be vicious ſtill; the Societies for Reformation of 
Manners are not to blame; they leave them where 
they found them, to their ./ Conſciences, to 


the Laws, to che Superior Magiſtrates, and to the 


high Diſpleaſure and Diſcountenance of the Sove- 
reign Power God has ſet ovet them, For the Praiſe 


of them that do well, and for the Puniſpment of 


evil Doers. If the People of lower Condition 
are at all reformed, the Societies . 
the 
whole it ſhould be found that they are not re- 
formed, even then theſe Societies cannot be 
blamed, or juſtly repreſented as uſeleſs and 
inſignificant. For who can ſay, Things would 
not have been a great deal worſe, bad as they 
Are, if theſe Societies had not interpoſed? . 
think it v ery cer tain they would. For what can 


reſtrain Vice, if making Men uneaſy in it, and 
the bringing them to Shame and Puniſhment 


will, not? But this the Societies have done in 

innumerable Inſtances. I am not inſenſible that 
many of theſe, diſorderly, and lewd Creatures, 
after they have ſuffer d the Law, will be apt 
to return again to their old Trade, partly tempted 
to it by their own Luſts, and partly frem the Dif- 
ficulty they are under of getting a Livelihood in an 
honeſt way. But yet what the Societies do in 
this Affair, is all that can be done; and if Vice 
is not more effectually ſuppreſſed, the Fault is 

not in them, but in the Laws. But it is to be 
of is a hoped, 
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Wu nr Praiſe 18 8 not theſe Magiſtrates 
deſerve, who, in a juſt Senſe of their Duty, faith- 
fully diſcharge the Truſt repoſed in them, and 
1 0m ly employ the Powers they are inveſted with, 
Purpoſes? who ſhew themſelves true 
. Sent big of the Laws, and ſhrink not from their 
Duty when the cauſe of Virtue calls for it; they 
will not permit, much leſs contrive, chat it 
ſhould. ſuffer in their Hands. They willingly 
give their Time and Attendance where tis want- 
ed; they meet early and fit long, that they may 
go ag : the Buſineſs before them, and give all 
upport they can to ſo good a Cauſe as that 
* Re ormation, nothing diſcouraged by the 
Numbers or the Inſolence of Offenders. On the 
contrary, they make them feel, by the Steadi- 
neſs, Integrity and Conſtancy they act with, 
that they are unalterably determined to pro- 
mote to the utmoſt of their Power, a Work ſo ne- 
ceſſary for the Honour of God and the welfare 
of their Country. It were to be wiſhed, a ſett 
of ſuch worthy Magiſtrates would look out for 
Men. of the ſame virtuous Principles, of the 
ſame Integrity and Courage with themſelves, 
to be added to their Number. This would not 
only make the Buſineſs more eaſy, but add 
Credit and Strength to their Proceedings, and 
make the Wicked deſpair of Impunity, which they 
are too apt to flatter themſelves with from their 
Numbers, when they ſee but few in 3 
willing to encounter them. 

Non can I without injuſtice to our Gonrts of 
Judicature omit to mention the great Credit and 
Support given to theſe good Magiſtrates on a late 
ne in a Cauſe of the utmoſt Conſequence 
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'and 5 'The Wicked: 'were 
aſſtmbled in great Numbers td carry off the in- 
famous Offender in triumph. had the Cauſe Sede 

id ber Favour; and they would n 
roaſon for it; it would have been a pr 85 

— 


to Virtue: 


ry on the fide of Vice, and a terrible 
ment to the good Meaſures that have of late 
been darrying on wich ſo much Vigeur: | But 
the iſſue of this cauſe has let the cked fee, 
that the Magiſtrate will be ſupported in his good 
Endeavours for. the ſuppreflion of Vice n Im- 
morality. And we may now hope that neither 
he, nor the honeſt” Informer, will be weary ef 
well-doing; 


and that theſe Societies will be able 
ſucceſsfully to purſue their blow, and ſuppreſs 
in great Meaſure thofe diſorderly Houſes to 
which they have of late given ſo mueh Piſtur- 
bance. This, I apprehend, is à point of greateſt | 
Conſequence e a thorough Reformation: 
For were there no fuch Houſes for the Vicious 
to reſofr- to, Vice would be drwen from its 
ſtrong Holds, the Confederacies of the Wicked 
could nor be carried: on, they muſt diſſolve and 
diſperſe; and then ſuch Numbers of our Youth 
could not fall into their Nets; in a Word, infi- 
nite Evils would be prevented by the fuppreſſion 
of them. For (theſe Places are the Nurſeries 
of all kinds of Impiety and Vice, the | Harbours 
of lewd Women, who would not ſwarm as they 
40 in our Streets, if they had not theſe. Places to 
retreat to; the Recepraties: of Sharpers,” Thieves; 
Gameſters, Bullies, and what not. B dthing is to 
be ſeen or heard in them but profane Cutſing and 
Swearing, Lewdneſs of all kinds, \Drinking, Ga- 
N Cheating, * nothing. bur what 
1 


ter 
tende to che I Deſtruction of Eſtate and Heilt 
Parts and Re n, to make a diſtem 
Body, and i e and enetvate che Mind, and 
render It eee 20 every thing chat is' we 


arqgood: nothing in Tort but What tends to 
Ruin of the 44 he 


ole Man, Body and Soul, here 
and hereafter. ' 'Dheſe Houſes are the Ron of of 
our Youth in all viows whatever, the rendeyor 
bf al: -Viices, am mere Hells wpon' Earth, If 
theſe cherefire: could be effettuall NT A 
wo  condidergble. "Reformtarion' might 
>  char- purpoſe, there is: no room to gehe ben 
That any. 2 good Laws on 4 preper ap 
tion nmigiꝛt beobrained--: TE „ T0448 oa, 19110. 
I themean time it weſt heels be the deſire of 
all i'virtugis and ſerious Men; that thoſe WH are 
engaged im this good Work, Od ge on with 
an undauntad Spitit, fi noe it is che Cauſe of God 
and their Country, and give ſuch a continpal di- 
Qunbance; wo: he wicked peace of thoſe Places, 
chat thoſe: who keep them, as Well as thoſe who 
ade wen red ea e ven and forced to 
quitäbem, in deſpair of finding their Account in 
chem, anũ unable dong r to bear che extreme un- 
gaſineis they: arr vally-:expoled to. For 
one can me er et ach Saban Wee 
Will leave off, ll they are made co feel tis more 
fot chor Intereſt : to do ſs; chan tog on. And 
this, hape, isa point not to be Aefpalred of; A 
Hicheſhom of — coming thick upon 
Ine angrher; He kwd Houſe be gnseſſanty pur- 
Aeli che Hand of Juſticeg kHkit is eicher aban- 
don id ar beformed, will Diva ehe Hearts of the 


moſt obſtinate Onde anl. fare them < 
10 D 2 
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£81. 
to leave their Houſes, or their wicked Courſes. 
Could this be done, were no pace, no Truce, no 
reſt allowed to theſe. wicked Places; numbers of 


People would be ſaved, who are daily and 


Henry y ruined by them. 1 can't. therefore but 


chis el Work will ſteadily 4 07 | 


| 1 2 it being, as I have already. obſerv 

much more conſequence towards 75 upp preffi on 
of Vice, than the taking fo Night-Wal 

the lewd. Women that 

chat alſo is extremly uſeful: They are moſt of 
them but retainers; to «theſe Houles 


ers and 
eſt our Streets; tho 


„there they 
are firſt entred, there maintained. They value lit- 


tle a Confinement for a few Days in a Houſe of 


Correction; after a while it grows familiar to 
them; they find themſelves in Company like 
. neither the Labour nor "he Panith- 
ment are many times ſo ſevere as they ſhould 
be; Credit they have none to loſe, and their Pro- 


feſſion after a little Practiceof it, makes them proof 


againſt all the ordinary Marks of Infamy; and dy hen 
their Confinement is at an end, they know'where 
they ſhall 'be. received, and when in thoſe Places, 


Glory in their Shame. Such Women, I fear, are 
generally ſpeaking, paſt reclaiming; all one can 
hope for, is by a ſeyere and ſteady proſecution to 


recover young Offenders, and deter 5 from 
the ſame vile Courſes. For all Sinners had their 
Beginnings. in Vice, and there was a Time when 
the moſt profligate might have proved quite other 
Creatures, and perhaps had been ſo, I à ſtrict 
Hand had been held over ſuch Offenders, Le 
would have diſcouraged others from treading 


their ſteps, ſince they. would have had” 10 tht 
IL Unning Ong” | gh 
2 1 or 


"7 
ny after all that the moſt vigilant Magi: 
rates; or the zeal of theſe Societies can do, tho! 
| 5 * with the beſt Laws, and countenariced by 
the higher Powers; it muſt be confeſt all this is 
too little to bring abdut the deſired Reformation, 
Vice, notwithſtanding all the Difficulties that can 
be [thrown in its gvay, does abound in a degree 
ſcarce credible, in a civilized and Chriſtian Coun- 
try, and will continue to do fo; till a Way can 
be fund to prevent Faults, as well as to puniſh 
the Commifſſion of them. When — are ſo 
corrupted and debauched as to come un 

lick Cenſures, there is very little hopes of nn f 
ſuch good Men, and ſtill leſs of making _ 
od Women. Vice will -abound-cill: the Evil 
can be cured in its ſource.  Beſides}»there'are 
many branches of Imipiety and Wickedneſs don't 
come within the 2 0 of theſe Societies, hoſe 
chief Buſineſs it is to ſuppreſs Lewdneſs and 
Debauchery in the younger Sort, and that amon 
the: lower People; whereas the times abound 
wich crying Sins of all forts; and in People of al 
moll all Ranks; Villanies the moſt execrable fill 
our Streets, and no Puniſhments have been able 
to leſſen the Number of capital Offences. Which 
makes it highly our concern to enquire, hence 
this increaſe of Wickedneſs proceeds, and to find 
out if we can the true cauſes of it, bra ee 
lutely neceſſaty in order to a cure 
Ay this, ſome think, is the natural mated. 
* of a long Peace; and that, no doubt; is ſome- 
thing, but far from being the whole cauſe. 
2 dini in great Męaſure owing to the Le- 
x and oy of che Government! which” has 
7 Len * 
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Goal is not a place t learn Hanely lala 


ptcted, 


Somplained a.. Dru ni ni £23153 ge 


EFEducstion inaihe Prinaipks df E 
Thel want of chis has made Wie len dan | 
Mice has made hem pobr. Till chis eſect 


__ 4owhartsa Reformation with fall moeryahortiof 


und bern at nwic 


amg : 
Offences i into Tranfportition, from whence day 
return before thicit cime hut whoever does ſo, re- 
turns with a Halter about his Neck: which makes 
ſuch Men ſtick at no Widkedneſs; ſinct im the 

of ache Law the can t hein a worſe: Condition 

they xte already. The great Mercy af the 
Government has been ſeen in the general Goal 
Deliveries lately made of inſol vent Debtors. A 


inz and thertiare When Men are let louſeg 

ba ve leng lain there, it is not much tu be 25 

y:bould have Virtue bnough to f 

ſtrain e from che evil re eee 

tempts them to. Rut cheſe can be 

Cauſes ofithabimundation af Vice than jun 
185 


3\adb ee e generalatauſe uf maſt Ville 
nies is egntainly dhe r mD MI andiPoxerty 
Ereat!-dNumbers arg reduced wy but whence 
comes this MiteryandPoverry?': Come they not 
rome want of honeſt aduſtry,and af un early 


ety andy Hirowe? 


thetefore23s:-<crired,; cilb proper care s naken tb 
Kducnte che. Children and Nõοỹ 


fin Virtue and ao ſonſe hf 


Relig n, all iendeayvowss 


what is aimed at Andris iindeet>2þ 6 chief 

Petſons iconcerned} ini cheiſe: Pb KEE i 
been wanting at. © They haue taben great Pans, 
hyEapenae; in Conjunct icq with 
other or dur Men, :togropagmeChriftian C 


heflge hy diſtribnting ery great Nymbers.ofipioes 


and :goddiBodks; „ 


3 8 thole 


of the Nation 


not long 


T 


thoſe they ate dellg ned” fdr; and by che ſerting 
up and . 1 
Lchocle Wpielr Schools; hecwichften ing firms 
ſpecipus Objections made t chert, are Münifeſtly 
ol ſo great uſe, that a Mun maſt Wart Himanity 
to be againſt them. H they cat he better regula 
vel; chat ap Sear yo Hit to be conſider d; rr 
are begun to be ſo b WI the Child. 
om parts of the hy in Labour and Work an 
by nor carrying de toe far inte Eeirning, 10 
as to mhke them above the Buſineſs of low Life, 
which Narute deſigned tei for. 
Bursche endeavours of this ſort, cle Cr 


y usul, ate confined to the- gere e a5 


1 


therefore” tho! they ſhould fueceed here to their 


will, tis going but a Httle Way, whilſt the educa” 
tion of the. reſt of the Nation is ſo much neg- 


minant, n Examples and che temptations to Sin 
Will be ſo flumereus, char the inferior Sort wi 


ſure ill Men take in making others'ag Wicked a8 


themſelves, and in putting every thing that is 
virtuous and ſerious out of eountenance. This 8 


makes young People think it manly to be vicious, 
and that they 


On can never enc W bel E 
tion, or rather want ef Educatien im out 8905 


Vouth, what a figure they make when they 


come. into wm ems they 
lacy 11 9 i beni ſpend 


4 


lected. Befides, this want of Bqueation- in others 
either obſtzucts or :defeaty the fuceefs of their 
endeavours: Here. Fer as long#as Vice is predo- 


be able ro hold out, and retain” their 
firſt Virtue There is a range contagion in il 
Examples, Which is greatly increaſed py the Plea: 


never _ 22 like Gentle 
men, thamtwhen in reality th y act like Bry ii 
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— her time, and what: little ede their 


untry can expect from them. Indeed our Schools 


themſe ves are in. the. general on a ſad Foot, and 
- 0 1 a ee the Conkderazion ih the K 


> ST AY * lid 1 as will — dem 


hate Idleneſs, and deteſt Vice, as a mean un- 
manly Fugen inſpire them both with a Capa- 


city, and an Ambition of being ſerviceable to 
their Country in thoſe Stations of Life, J 


thall by Providence be allotted to tbemm. 


Bur the Reformation even of our Schools 


is not enough, if we don't trace this Evil higher 


up. The great and fundamental Fault of all 


ih in What is done ãt home. In former times, | 
Parents governed their Children with ſo ſtrict 
a Hand, as if they thought they could not keep 


them at too great a diſtance, in order to preſerve 


the Authority which Nature and Reaſon give 
them, ag = She 


| dience of 


a more effectually the 
uldren. Which method, 
it muſt be — bas! its Inconveniencies. But 


3 if they, over-did it, and carried their Severity 
too far, certain it is the preſent Age is gone 
into the oppoſite extreme; and they ſeem to 


think. they. can't indulge their Children too 
dhen m "Men. and nne, too 


** 8 15 311 11 43 361 ſoon, 
5 2 8 8 bk 3 22 a T2: } 3 
$4; k. EEE * —_— e —ñ — — 
91 What follows was omitted: in the Preaching for want of time. 


Til 


won, which, in 5 act has had, and in the reaſosl 


hings can't but have very ill Conſequences, | 

ey will neither keep their Children in any awe 

or, order themſelves, nor ſuffer it in any Body: 
155 and then wonder, their Children prove good 
for nothing, that they are Ignorant and ill man- 
er'd, expenſive and extravagant, and hurried by 
e all ſorts of vicious Pleaſures; and 
he end proye a Plague and a Curſe, inſtead of 

92 a Comfort and a Bleſſing to them. And 
650 e Who 2— 75 ſuch ill 8 it can't be ex- 
prod, ſhould. be good Maſters; they kee Se but 

very, loole Hand over, their Ser vants, an 

Elr: Ap rentices none at all, for it is to Pafſche 

In, Trade Lam now ſpeaking, none at albeI 
mean with reſpect to Virtue and Religion, as 
if; they. lookt on them as perſonal Affairs, in 
which they, had neither any Right nor Intereſt 

47 5 80 little Senſe have they of thie Duty 
bey awe to God, or of What belongs to the 
1 * , 1 4 er them | 


1945 i ana 2 Cvevat 9752 Goreerinen 
"0 275 Are ſet over them. But if Ma- 
ſters of Families can be ſo inſenſible of their Duty 
to. od, et One would hope, mere Humanity 
5 good, Nature would prompt them to take 
Re . of eee f choſe they take into 

FE lies; wh gle 2 zo0d, or All Succeſs,” when 


are grown up and; come into the World, 
they: Kan g bat know; dep ends on the Educa- = 
| 1 8 they had, and the Habits, they contracted | 


While * Bon e Diane ut vould: blen 
"GA 


TAY" 


be ſo wy both of Piety and Humanity, as to 
bave no regard to God, or to the Welfare of 
thoſe committed to their Cate, yet Men could 
not, one would think, be fo inſenfible of their 5 
own: Intereſt, as not to ſee, that chemſelves 
ſhall be better ſerved by thoſe, who have a Senſe 
of Religion, and are taught to ſere God; that 
ſuch will be more honeſt and faithful to them „more 
diligent and induſtrious; and in all reſpects more ap, 
uſeful, than thoſe whoſe Education is totally neg- 
lefted, and all ſorts of Nlhabitsarefoffered rogrow 
* in them. Bur theſe Confiderations ſeem ro 
| have lictle weight with them, they defire nothing 
af their: Apprentices but do do ther Buſinefs, 
for che reſt they give themſelves little Trouble, he 
and leave chem to their Liberty, to do what rhey 
caſe. They expe& them to do the Buſineſs of the = 
ay, and give the neceſſary Artendance then; bur 
|" that is over, the Nightis their own.” Andhow 
is it ſpem f itinocenclyor uſefully at home? 1 111 
doubt not. They ſee their Maſters 'commonty 
7 'their Evenings abroad,” and they think 
they have à right to follow their Example. Well, THERE 
they are abroad too, but Where? will it be in Kaz 1s 
e, mn fl . Wili young People left to chem 
_ felves ſhun ill Examples, and flee Temptations? 
Will they-deny themfelves all vicionsPleafures'or = 
Won ry when Nature promprs, and O * A 
tunity ſerves, and they are 7203 from all wha 
een Pheſe Queſtions need no Anfwer; pM wt 
mite Numbers f People ate ruined by | 
| Heir Vices, and is neglect inn their Maſters is 
15 chief Cauſe ef it. Bur in the Beginning it | 
+ was not ſo; in former times ' Maſters, to fay 
#1" S Wr e ed upon their 
Wa „„ OLIN 3 IE ans mM 


C319. 


Apprentices 4s thi Children, and che d hes 
anſwerable for their moral Character, 1 0 
far as could be done by ſetting them a good Ex- 
ample, by a prudent Government and 1 
Eye over them, and by keeping them und 5 pro- 
reſtraints and within Je ed Br ON 
is che face of chings. changed ? As. [ogg — the 
Shop is ſhut, and the Buſineſs of the Day 1 is over, 
the litleFamily-Sociery i is for that time as. it were 
diſſolved; the Maſter goes one Way, and the Ap- 
prentices Another, and with: them the young Ma- 
ſters, if of Age enough to keep them Company, 
and pethaps are no more heard of till next Morn- 
ing; the Maſter at leaſt knows nothing of the 
matter.” "Which is one ve 72 eat Inconvenience 
ariſing from the neglect o Fal) Reli 2. 45 
ſay nothing at 1 of the Impiety o 
. irreligious Cut om) this would every Nighn Tl 
all the Family together; and then the Maſt 
Would ſee he are within, and in what Condo 
they appear, and when within, has it in his Po- 
wet to keep. them ſo. But perhaps this, neglect 
in the Maſter is in ſome Meaſure obyiated by 
the more prudent and more virtuous Conduct of 
the Mics of the Houſe; ſhe . ſtays frugally at 
Home, While the Maſter is laviſhing away che 
Subſtance of the Family abroad; her preſence is 
ſome teſtraint upon the Children at leaſt, upon 
them ſhe keeps a watchful fs 4 that preſerves 
ne „ 5. 
B Maſters are not content to ſpe end their 
Evenings almoſt conſtantl 9 8 — 2 
che manifeſt prejudice 0 their 1 Tenn ies, in 
which how much they, differ, from their Anse 
Kors, is evident from the infinite increaſe of TO 
n 1 E 2 IC 


"Tx 
lick Houſes, which is a great Reproach to them, 
and indeed to the whole Nation; it is come to 


that pals, that now great Numbers are 5 | 
from their Houſes, two, 'three, and ſometime 


four Nights together, to divert , themſelves, at 
their Country Houſes, perhaps with their Wives, 
dut often without their Children; which is > 
&iſed by ſo many, and for ſo great a part of the 
Fear, that it is become a matter of infinite ill con- 
ſequence, and deſerves the moſt ſerious Conſide- 
ration of this great City. I don't enquire now, 
how the Maſters of Families ſpend this time, or 
how ' expenſive this method of Life is in many 
reſpects, or how much is loſt in Trade that 
would otherwiſe have been got, or how much 
time is by this means taken from their Books, 
and Accompts, and Correſpondencies, which. are 
the Life of Trade; the frequent Bankrupcies 
do but too evidently ſpeak theſe Evils; but what 
I would beg to be confidered is, the influence 
this Practice will have upon that part of the Fa- 
mily that is left in Town, How will they ſpend 
this time? Will not the Men and Maid Ser- 
vants, from the great Opportunities this gives 

them to be idle, be apt either to fall into intrigues 
with one another, or to look out for Companions 
abroad, and to ſpend both their on and Maſters 
ſubſtance in Drinking, Gaming, or other expen- 
ſive Follies? Will nor Opportunity and Idleneſs, 
and a Freedom from all inſpection, tempt them 

to things. they would not otherwiſe have once 
thought of? Are Perſons of that low Rank: fit to 
be truſted to ' themſelves? Such People, may 
have difcretion, if not Virtue enough, to with- 
ſtand little Pleaſures, or which can't be indulged 


| with- 


[1324]: 


e much Difficoley, but does it follow, 
they will not yield _ NN Temptation, when 
nothing hinders? IAN hv 0 As 

Bu if Servants: ah behave better in the 


abſence. of rhe Maſter, becauſe more advanced in 


Vears, and therefore have had more experience to 


teach them a right conduct; ſhould they, I ſay, 


behave better, tho I think it is certain they will 
not, what will become of the grown Children and 
Apprentices, who are young way giddy and un- 
thinking, and can never in this Town want Tem- 
ptations, if chey have Opportunities? Will they 
deny chemſelves, will they ſteadily reſiſt the ſol- 
e of ill Company? Will they be able to 
deſpiſe the allurements to falſe Pleaſures which 


e them on every ſide? Will not their 


don Paſſions, their own corrupt Nature, When 
unreſtrained; hurry them into a compliance with 


all Temptations? Will not their Paſſions be in- 
flamed by lewd Plays, for which freſh Proviſion 


3 2 


is made by che erection of a ne Theatre, contri- 
ved as it were on purpoſe, by the Situation of 


it, to corrupt the Morals of thoſe, WhO of all Peo- 
ple ought to be the laſt, that ſnould be ſuffered 


to have a taſte of ſuch Pleaſures, and kept up 


in defiance of all Authority; but which, it is to 


be hoped, will ſoon be demoliſhed by the Supe- 
rior. Power of the Legiſlature. Will not, I ſay, the 
Paſſions of young People be eaſily inflamed 15 a 
lewd Stage, and will not the tranſition from 
thence be eaſy to lewd Women? But when a re- 


liſh of any of theſe Vices is begun, who. can tell 


Where it Will end, or what unhappy, Conſequences 
it N be accended, » ens 00 oc 11 105 Saturday 
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"ly 8710 | 
Night: be ſpent in any of tkeſe vicious Plea- 
fares, ..whart' may we expect will be che Buſi- 
neſs of the Sunday? Will they be careful to go to 
Church, ot to any place of religious Worthip, 
to give God the Honour due to him, and 5 
be - infiraQed-in-:the-Duries of Religion % and 
; Tank. the feſt of the Day in à ſerious way; in 
endeayours 'to--improve cheir Minds 85 the 
reading of pious and good Books, or in virtue 
and goed Company, and amo 
tions 250 Family-friends? eat 
them Will chink of not made 90130 knw ts 
uy che Day in the idleſt and moſt uſeleſt man- 
ner poſſible; others, in Imitation of the Exam- 
e fet them by their Maſters, will think it a 
ay loſt; if they don' x make an Excurſion into 
the TIGER o make an idle Viſit tol ſome 
reer | or pethaps to ſpend the Day 
py — ing Houſe. The Skirtsof the Town 
on a * ay Morning, in tolerable \Wearher, 
are as crowded witch Sights of this kind, ws if 
People were poſting. to ſome Fair or Marker : 
a molt ſeandalous Sight, and a very great In- 
dication of the diſſoluteneſs of our Manners, 
and Remiſneſs of Family- Government. How 
is the Face of chis City changed in this reſpect 
from what it was in former times, when the 
Maſter and Miſtreſs, Children, "Apprentices 
am Servants, went in a Body to the Houle of 
God to worſhip him to whom they owe their 
Being, and from whom alone they can expect 
_ - Happineſs eicher in this World or in the next. 
They very ſeldom miſt Church, but ſo great is the = 
Obbange, that many now ſeldomer go to it; Which 


2 of divine Worſhip can't fail to be of ex. 


\ 


treme 


l 

treme ill Conſequence, It is of as much Im- 
are it ſhould be remedied, as it is to beget 
preſerye in the Misds of young People a 


nothing. can keep up in any tolerable degree, 
but a £ egular and — 4. — = 

is denied by none, and therefore need not in 
Proof of it aobſetve, that a Every Male- 
factor, whom his Sins ave 

famous and untimely end. dates from hence 
the beginning of his ruin. 


Vours towards it ara not wanting! but the Law 
has provided a pretty eſſectual Reinedy for it, if 
the, proper: Officers would do their Duty; for 
it is expreſly enacted, That euer y Perſon 


who 
ſhall not 7904 fo his Church or ſome place of 


public: i Worſhip upon &very Su Having no 
lawful. ar cel govt A e bail 


71 every ſuch Qffenes Ju lue pence, ro be 
the Church-Wardens of tht Parts fwbere 


FOR age ſhall be done, to tbe uſe F the Poor of 
_ the ſame:;Parifh, The time can be remembrei 


when! al che Zeal of Officers in this point was Very 
great; but When Was it When the Penal 
Laws were in force, and they could indulge 
the ervel.! Pleaſure of 'worrying | 

poor People of ſcrupulous Conſciences, who 


had no.other-Crime they could: be charged: wich 


but a; defire, bf ſerving 9 


Bur ſuch. is the Pervecleneſs of; a:wrong Zeal, 8 


at if wwe cant force Men to come to Church 


med care — ey: nay 


.of God aire 4 Senſe of Religions which 
ous' Obſervation of the 
Lord's: Day. ( Thie is ſo evident, that I think; it 


brought to an in- 


T3416 is a fault which chaſe Sete oy 
have it not in their Power tocure, ino their endea- 
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abſent themſelves from our-Worſhip 45 long 
and as often as they will, provided they go td 
no Cher; We are a IE od 4 
at all; rather than it ſheuld be In a way 
dom t Rkeʒ tho the nor ſerving Hirn the not going 
to ſome place of publick Worſhip, muſt neceſſa- 
rily end in diſſerving him, in groſs Irreligion 
it Immorality, and all the ill; Effects of chem. 
| I can't but wonder at the Remifnéſs of Pariſh: 
1 Officers in this part of their Pury, f fince if they 
1 were vigorous and active in it; they would 5 
| ther bring People to. a religious Attendance o 
3 the Service of God, oriby/the' Penalty menge 
i by b their neglect, conſiderably eaſe their Pal 
=—_  - riſhes in their Taxes: This laſt Motive nend 
think Would habe no little weight With chem 
= fince ?tisCcertain the Poor Rates in moſt places 
„ SY heavy, and every Day graw more 
AF De. i e 5 GN en een GN 
ji | dn By. T to proceed. If Maſters e 
4 be unconcerned for their Servants or pprenti- 
1 ces e's — by themſelves, it might; as have 
= ſaid; be expected they would not be e for oa 
own fakes; they muſt be ve „unthinking not to 
3 bow much chemfel des do or may uf. 
er byit · How often ve Hufes in thd abſence 
felis Maſters; been robbed or burnt thro" the cares 
leſneſs and negligence cof Servants, wich had 
been prevented had the Maſter's Eye been upon 
them? How often have Houſes been robbed 
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S $5 Perſohsg ino c with Servaiſtsg #hd 
8 ſometimes ſet on Fire to'iconceal che Robbe y? 
= ene + ga comes this great Iniquity hoy 
= came they 101 have Minds fo oorrupt as te be 
1 capable of 3 illanies? is de not ftem 


3:19:46 | s 


"£47. 


4 1 8 reed for want . ſn long! 
| bein Want of Inſtruction, for want of a Kerl 
Religion, being inſtilled early: into them? and 
DO this, chiefly ehe fault of Parems and 
ers ead2-219d3 bann e n age 
vr, M none of cheſe terrible Effects ſhould 
lee upon this neg lectnand nabſencec of the 
Maſters, is not time loſt, is not Induſtry ſlackened, 
are not Habits of Idlenels contricted; are ron 
Opportpnities, thrown into their Hands of in- 
dulging every viciouaInclindtion?arelichey not 
Expc ſed to the greateſt Danger of being ſeduced 
by ill Company; and drawn into ſinful ien 
Which n once taſted, perhaps they Will | 
neyer leave? Is not all Vice expenſide? Does not 
their Health ſuffer by it ? f Is not a Diſtemper 
Ver: often ice ther acre :of which 
will perhaps. always ſtick-by them? For is it not 
common for young People in ſuch Caſes, partly 
for Secrecy,.. and partly as they think to fave Ex- 
Fussel themſelves into the Hands | 
norant:, Pretenders, by which means their 
Conltgocion is g oftentimes irreparably ruined 7 
\nd. What Service, what Induſtry or Care can 
8 8 dect from thoſe who are thus vitiated 
| boch in in Body and Mind? But. if che Caſe ſhould 
not Proye o bad. the bare expence of vicious 
. Pleaſures, eſpecially if Gaming makes a part of 
them, as generally it does, is too great for the 
Circumſtances of ſuch Perſons to Ws: 2 4 
What is the next thing? Why, to-cheat_ and 
ſteal, nd rob; to haye  wherewith to anſwer 
their £9 urdu; and pay the Debts their fatal 
Pleaſures, have drawn them into. Has it not 
A. FA chat even 6 have been 


5 formed | 
A | 


* 

1 * J. 
formed. by 4 Number of vicious y young d 
to make a Bank as it were of their Mlaſters Caſhi, 
| to carty on, and at the fame tim eenceal ont 
| Gs another is Extravagancies? which could not haye 
| happened, if Maſters truſted their Servants lefs, 
; 0 and; inſpetted! into their Affaire chemſelves, and 
iti ſpent more of that time at Home, which, to fay 
= no worſe of it, it in ſo:uſeleſs a manner trifled = 

[| way. in other Places. Tis in vain to talk of the 
4 35 Decay of Fratle, or to complain of the incteaſt bf 


[| Vice, While private Families are ſo ill governed, C 

_ == and Luxur Dew Idleneſe take the place! of Fru- 
iJ 4 gality and There lies the Root of the 
I! Evil, and till 1 5 removed, all that either Ma- 
= ©  giſtrates or theſe; Societies! can do, is compata- 

1 tively little. Tou may werd a piece of ill 
, 

| the Soil, and remove the Cauſe,” new Weeds! will 

| ſpring} up, as faſt as the old ones are pulled out. 
And ſo it is here, while private Families are fo 
ll-managed, and Maſters take ſo little care of 
- the. Education of thoſe under them, there will 

unavoidably ſpring from thence an utiiverfal' dif⸗ | 

ſoluteneſs and corruption of Manners.” We feel 
he Effects, and fee the cauſe, and therefore. in- 
1M ſtead of chinking it ſtrange that” the one fubſifts = 

1 while the other does ſo, if we were wiſe, if we had 
=_ any concern for our lelves or our Count? , for 
| = h the honour of God, and the happineſs" "our 
| 

| 
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an Brethren, if we had any regard to our 00 | 
bw wowrldly Intereſt, if we any wiſhed the pro 
e 


| | 1 rity of our Families, or to happy in our Cx 1. 
g 


| 1 dren, we ſhould ſet outſel ves in earneſt to mend 
Faults that are become 10 epidemicat; we fhould 
= return to the grave, regular, ROW" ſober me- 


TI”9) Gee 
; chod of Life,” which this great City has in former 
times been o Jjuſty renowned for, and ſhevy kf 
ars ſenfible; that good domeſtick Diſe a 

Oorernment are abſolutely neceffary to preſerve 


Haneſty, Frugality;/ and Induſtry, and the other - 
| Virtues” Which are the true hy 1 of ET 
—4 455 Pot) 0 ns | | 
Tr this Care was. Gel neceffary\” of is ſo now 
not only from the great incteaf be DO 
and Immoraliry, and the terrible effects we 
(and more we have reafon to app Pede Wont 
them) but from the prodigions mcreaſe of the 
Ton, which is become in fome fort the whole 
Kingdom, ſuch vaſt Numbers from all Parts con- 
ſtanfly reſort to it! If this part therefote be in- 
e no other will long remain found; che 
plague of Vice will from this Centre foon diffuſe 
ir ſelf into all parts, and indeed has already done 
ſo. The numbers that Anmwalhy flock icher, 1 
will not upon their return be likely to leave BU : 
Vices of the Town behind them. It has been An 
obſerration\ of Wiſe-Men;"thar"the Virtue af a 
Prople is often owing to their i ignorance of Vice; 
and in this happy Tgnorance many parts of the 
Kingdom would in great Meafore have ſtill re- 


mained, had they not from hence been furniſhed 


with the fatal RROledge of it. But thoſe who 
can't be prevailed on to reform their Families 
from a ſenſe of their own Intereſt, will, I'm 
afraid,” the? 'litthe moved by telling them. how 
much the whole Kingdom iffers b Ir; t tho” chat 
ic dargſes is undeniable, e pe 
Fon thoſe who come int > the World with 
Minde 50 eerrupt, will be impatient or all re- 
feraint, and an —— Licentiouſneſs of Man- 
8 2 | ner 8 
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o do t 
| 45 9 90 ſo. ſtill? What do y deln them of 
Laws or Religion, of their Pur to God or their 
Country, they, will tell you, they are their own 
e ad they never think 1 to be 


f cious, and head-ſtrong P: 
our to affert their Freedom from the reſtraint; 
of Reaſon, and of Lay, which: is founded: in Rea- 
ſon, and from the Obligations of che moſt 881 


that Licentiouf 
of 17 . 

p does. not leave . 
ing and doing whar, they ples te, att leaſi in every 
thing relating to themlelyes, ;\\Reaſonable:Libet= 
tyis/a Language they 750 t under ſtand; Liberty 


"#7 


ps dee 5 4. 5 deln bee ien in. 
rencn: 
fer d The E He and ig theit younger Years 

y,would; and: will you not permit 


2 will un 


ſo, but, when they aflpme a Liberty of doing 
omething Y very. unreaſonable, unmanly, and ab- 
ſurd; they are Slaves to the worſt of Maſters; vi- 


lions, while they, .endea- 


able Religion, It is in truth gome to that paſs, 
eſs. Bas taken the place and name 
nothing is thopght Liberty, which 
FED, 20 UDFS fand Power of ly. 


in their opinions eaſes, to, be 10, the minute it 


comes under roles and limitations. O Butiallqwiſe 


and ſober Men ſee. ao abſuxdrthis is; chey Hour 


a that. true Liberty 50 he middle hetween two ex- 
tremes, as indeed 


on one hand, and Seruitude on the other. But 
for ſuch ce at underſtand What rraſonable 


Virtues are, Licentiouſueſi 


, Lib ery, in ox. how. at differs fromLutentiouſe 
v neſs, Sun 198 of ade to know. 
F 


Liberty, than the Laws of the Society (allow: bf 


| which he 1 is a Member, arge 5 to be juſt 


3 1 and 


be me hiehlubuc b reaſonable 800 


Wirhout their own-conſent. And I muſt add that 


that is not iega Liberty, or the Liberty theLaws 
intend, which perhaps keeps within the letter of 


the Law, if it manifeſtly Violates the intention 


of it: For it will often fo fall out, Xhat the In- 


tent ion of the Law ſhall be very. clear and plain, 
and. yet it may be ſo worded; that à Man who 
greatly offends againſt it, may be ſafe from Pu- 


niſhment-- For ſuch is the Corruption of humane 


Nature, that à reftraining Law is no ſooner 


made, but evil-minded Men fer” their Heads 
to work, to find aut an Evaſion; and tis ex- 
cecding difficult in man) Caſes to word à La- 
ſo, as to preclude all room for ſuch Ar- 


tifices; Which is one great Reaſon why Laws 


don t better anſwer their end, and produce the 
n. Sucha Practice 


ected from the 


god Effects ex 
not uſing a legal Liberty, but is a ma- 


therefore is not 


. 


nifeſt Abuſe of it, ! is really Licentiouſneſs, 


however it EP! cover it ſelf from the Letter of 


the Law. ad 8 L 212150 T9030 Sli 9060 ct 
Fox every one to 1d6 what is right in! his 


on Eyes, which the preſent Generation are 
ſo fond of, is the Character of times, when there | 
was no Governmeint; in thoſe Days There dt 
10 King in Iſrael, every Man did that” which 

das right in bis own Eyes. But where there is 


a "Ag where there are Laws, and Magiſtrates 


inveſted with Authority to put them in Execul 


tion, there is an eto: all pretence to ſuelh an 


unreſtrained Liberty. In truth Licentioufneſs 
is ſo far * A Lai »that it has a na- 


tural 


* Ain 


tion, eſpectally Where the" People themſelves 
te che Law-makars;ſorhat nothing can he a Law 
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it. 80 Ręaſon ſhe wos it muſt be; ſo Hiſtory — 
us, that in fact. it often has been; why Gert Glow) 


OY 


dent, and eee deſtroy 


we flatter our ſelves, that the ſame Cauſe will 
not now alſo; if ſuffered to go on, produce 
lame. Effect? There is the ſame reaſon 
reſtraining Liberty in wh Subject as there is 
limiting Power in the Prince; | for un- 


— oh Lueg is an unbounded Power of do- 
ing What they pleaſe. But ſuch a Power, in 
Whatever Hands, Whether in the Governours 


or governed, is from the Perverſeneſs of humane 


Natute, too apt be abuſed. We all ſeem ſen - 


le enough -« 


is; if the Prince ſtretches 
the Prerogative, or 


atterapts 0 ſet himſelf 


90 in any inſtance above the Laws: But is not an 


unlimited Power in the People, a boundleſs 


Liberty to do What : they will, equally dange- 


_ _ rous to ee n Nation, and inconſiſtent 
_  withits b ele, ie esd be. fr ho hand 
piter, ſays Ari alle, it would be fit he ſhould 


aw f others after it and if Numbers 
run into the like _ of i 


ing, that ſince he has not one, it is not fit he 


Governments. ſhould pre poſſi- 
bles and in the next ' plac, no Member of 


have his Power too, which is in Effect ſay- 


ſhould have the other. But if Power ought 
toi be proportioned to Virtue, it is for the ſame 


Reaſon not fit to give the People ſo much Power 
28 to leave them wholly to themſelves, ſimce 
they have not Virtue enough to be truſted with 


it. For firſt." it is giving them a full Liberty 
to ruine themſelves, which all wiſe and good 


prevent as much as 


the Community 


.can ſuffer ſingly, his ruin will 


is 16] 


— > 100 

ane gk in proportion nie by ie. Its Richte 
and Strength” are "not bnly b, much impaltedd, 
by which it ſhould defend it ſelf againſt foreign 
Shithe 1116 in 'Srelt” Dlder fret within" om 

che Factions and Diviſions which vicious Men in 


Diftreſs are always ready to fometit. 
Bur we feed hot much reaſoning to prove 
4 point, that ſpeaks itſelf. _ Licentiouſhels every 
where pfrevails, and we feel the fad effects of it; 
it has produced ſuch a diſſoluteneſs of Manners, 
ſuch a Luxury in all parts of Life, and all Ranks 
of People, ſuch a diſtegard to the duties of Reli- 
gion, fuch a contempt of all Authority, whether 
Sacred or Civil, as was never before known in 
this Nation: And there is no danger we have not 
reaſon to àpptehend from it; eſpecially fince this 
great Licentiouſneſs of Manners is accompanied 
by a no leſs Licentiouſheſs of the P refs, and 
Men are confirmed in ill Practices by the moſt 
barefaced endeavours to corrupt their Principles, 
that the remains of . Conſcience, and a Fear of 
the Puniſhment threatned to the Wicked in the 
Scriptures, may nor make them unealy in their 
Sins, and at ſome time or other bring them to 
Repentance. Infidelity is propagated with the 
greateſt Induſtry, and Religion treated as a mere 
Impoſture, an impoſition upon Mankind, that is 
not only uſeleſs, but if you will believe them, 
hurtful and pernicious. The Licentiouſneſs of 
this kind has been many Years growing upon us, 
but a love of Liberty would not let Men timely 
fee what was aimed at. In the mean time the 
Promoters of Infidelity felt their way ſtep by 
ftep, and- tryed from time to time, what the Na- 


9 


tion would” bear; every ſtep they took was but 
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I in any Chilean che The ape ere 
are treated with the utmoſt Contempt, the, charge 
of Prieſtcraft is brov ht down to briſt melt 
and his Apoſtles, or 1 5 are e as mere 
Enthufiaſts; Prophecies and Miracles, the Foun- 
dations of "the Goſpel, are exploded as 1 
themſelves without Foundation; even the | 
ralit ity f the Golf 25 does of eſcape their bald 
Cenfure; all is Forgery, Impoſture or Enthu- 
faſm ; the” very word Faith, is not to be (ahi 
as if ebnen with Ren and Senſe; 3 in mort, | 
all Revelation is Fiction, God can t make one : if he 
would, and if he could, it'would be ig no purpoſe, . 
I of, no uſe or ſervice to Mankind. os. PRs 2 8 
11 that þ he - fhould 4 7his? 80 5 "4198 hel 5 
cal ay, 
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- ſay, ſo in effect did they ſay, when they were at 
firſt charged with theſe black Deſigns, and it was 
foretold they would do, what they ſince have 
done. But it was neceſſary to obſerve Meaſures 
for a time, and to diſſemble all they could their 
true meaning, till the Minds of the People were gra- 
dually prepared for it. We ſee now with what view 
ſuch bitterneſs has been expreſt againſt the Cler- 
zy, Why it has been ſo warmly inſiſted on, that 
Religion wan mere perſpnal thing, which the 
State had nothing to do with, and that all Autho- 
rity in religious Matters has been denied to re- 
fide any where, either in Church or State. S Hal 
L not vifit for'theſe things? * ſaith-the Lord; ſhall 
not my Soul be avenged on ſuch a Nation as this? 
But I hope a merciful God will not impute 
theſe crying Sins to the whole Nation; and that 
a handful of Men only in compariſon of the 
whole, are, guilty of them. But if the Nation 
would not have this Guilt imputed to them, 
they ſhould ſlie w their juſt reſentment of it, 
and look on theſe Advocates of Infidelity as their 
worſt Enemies, as perſons, whoſe Principles, of 
all others, do moſt deſer ve the hatred = abhor- 
rence of all wiſe and good Men. For who can 
be greater Enemies to any Government, than 
thoſe who would ſet the People free from the 
reſtraint Religion puts upon them? Or how 
can Society ſubſiſt, if publick and private Faith, 
| What ſecurity, can the Prince have for the Fide- 
ty and Allegiance of the Subject? What confi- 
dence can Subjects have in one another? What 


will bec 
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Families? What depe 
filial ; Obedience; or Shba the / honeſty of Ser- 
vants ? What bond will there be left for the 
Fidelity of the Marriage - Bed? Wilk they tell 


us, that the power of the Magiſtrate 000 the 


authority of the Law, is ſufficient for theſe pur- 
poſes; that we are ſafe in them, and want not 
the additional reſtraints of Religion? But not 
to inſiſt that the wiſeſt Men in all times have 
been of another Opinion, it is from the Rea- 
ſon and Nature of things demonſtrable, that all 
obligation to pane, Laws ultimately termi- 
2 in the Belief of a God, Who will reward 
Man according to his Works, and that 
eee of. Morality or Government can 
lubält without it; ſo chat Irreligieng could it 
prevail: and be embraced upon Principle, would 
in reality be: a diſſolution of all Government, 


of, all e e and Society; and throw) * 


Nation into the utmoſt Confuſion; The. Men 
therefore that endeayour-'this, deſerve the pub- 


lick odium, more than Murderers or Incendi- 
aries, more Ian thoſe who would bring on 
us the greateſt Evils or the worſt of. Plagues. 


Burr. did it in Theory appear ꝓoſſible, that 
the Laws of a Country, and the uthority 
the Magiſtrate could. pply che place of "God 
and Religion; are not as many Engines at 
| work! to deſtroy the Authority of the Prince, 
as have 3 oured to take away the Reverence 


due to God f Is not Civil Authority as much 
_ inſulted as Sacred ? Is not a Prince; Who in him. 


ſelf, in his Royal Conſort, in his Children, deſer ves 
| tho! PO the Admiration;' the n the 
1 carts 


ndence can there be on 
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Hearts of his People, Heal with ih utmoſt 
| Indignity? Are not his Perſonal Virtues denied, 
or ſhamefully miſ-repreſented ? Are not his ub- 
lick Meafures traduced? Are not his Miniſters tet. 
led in ſo infamous a manner, as if to be a Servant 
to the King, and in the Intereft of one's Coun- 
try, were things incompatible? Sedition and 
Treaſon under very thin Covers ate diſperſed 
with the greateſt Teas; thro' the ble Na- 
tion; and it ſeems to be if fole Emp loy ment 'of 
| Gb? Nile to weaken” dhe Authority - of the 
Crown, and deftroy all che Reſpect and Reye- 
rence due to the Majeſty of the Prince chat 
weurs it. Let the Patrons of Infidelity, before 
| they” perſwade us that the reſtraints of Relig gion 
are uſeleſs and unneceſfary, inſtead of weakenin 
bon Authority of the Prince; and villifying his 
Government, ſhew themfelves good Subjects, and 


da e pay a rſt pr 16k CIV Power, 


and by all proper Arguments endeavour to In- 
force on others *the' Obligations due to it. Let | 


them do Juſtice to the Prince they have ſworn 
Allegiance to, let them acknowledge his ſhi- 
ning Virtues, and confeſs. his Senſe of Honour, 
his Clemency, his Juſtice, his eager and impa- 
dient defires' ro eaſe his People, and make them 
happy: But this is in vain expected of ſuch 
Men; they that Will not give to God the 
things that are Gos, neither will they give 
to Cz/er, the things which are Cz ar's. 

I know not whether any thin 555 be added 
to increaſe \ the Horror 5 this Wit ed Scheme, 
chat aims at nething Jeſs than td extir 
mne and With tt all Vircue and Oden 
22111 | G 2 
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to Government. But if any thing can add to 
it, it mould be the Conſideration, that while we 
are thus ruining ourſelves by our Irreligion and 
Immorality, we have a vigilant. and powerful 
Enemy looking on with Pleaſure, and not only 
looking on, but adding fuel to the Fire, an Ene- 
my ready to take all advantages againſt us, and 
ever with inceſſant zeal conſpiring our Deſtru- 
ction; for ſuch is the Popiſh Faction, a Faction 
always reſtleſs and implacable. Great is the 
Harveſt they have had among us for many Years, 
and they are daily buſy in making Proſelytes; 
but a Proſelyte to Popery is from that Minute 
a ſworn Enemy to every thing chat is valuable 
to us, as Engliſhmen. and Proteſtants. Nor is 
this at all ſtrange; for Irreligion can never be 
acquieſced in by any Nation, tis a State not 
to be born; and therefore the appearance 
of it, while it makes ſuch bold advances, and 
ſhews itſelf ſo openly, frightens great Num- 
bers who have a zeal for God; and drives them 
into a Communion, where there is ſo much 
appearance of Piety, and where the Forms of 
Devotion are kept up in a way that creates 
great Reverence, and has a wonderful effect upon 
the common People, who are very apt to miſtake 
Superſtition for Religion. In ſhort, nothing can 
advance the Cauſe of Popery more, than the 
Propagation of Infidelity. among us, which by 
fome Men is ſo much labouret. 3 01 


How to, remedy this Licenciouſneſs of Man- 


ners, theſe Inſults on Religion, how to put a 
ſtop to the growth of Infidelity; how to preſerve, 
or rather reſtore to the Civil Powers the Reve- 


rence 


7 
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rence and Eſteem due to them, and retrieve a juſt 
regard to Authority human and divine, how to 


defend the Nation from the Dangers theſe things 
expoſe us to from our Popiſh Adverſaries, it 
becomes not me to ſay: But till ſomething is 
done for the remedy of theſe evils, if indeed any 
thing can be done, and it be not too late to ſtem 


the Torrent that is breaking in upon us; till 


more concern is ſhewn for the publick Welfare, 
till ſome; reſpect is paid to Authority, till ſome 


care is taken of Education, to put it upon a 
better Foot, till private Families can be pre- 


vailed on to regulate themſelves in another 
manner, till Maſters and Parents will think 


themſelves obliged to take care of the Morals 


and Religion of thoſe under their Charge, all 
that the Magiſtrate or theſe Societies can do 


will be to little purpoſe. Their Zeal for the 
Honour of God, their Concern for the good 


of their Fellow- Creatures, and their Love for 
nery, tho! they ſhould: continue to en- 
joy the Happineſs they have at preſent, of wiſe 


and virtuous; honeſt and uncorrupt Magiſtrates, 


whoſe Ears will be open to their Complaints, 
and Hands ready io execute the Laws, will 
not be able to produce the defired Reformation, 
if no other methods de taken towards this 


good End by thoſe who only bave it in their 


Power. But whatever-fuecels your Endeavours 
have, or however they may be ſeconded by 


others, you have done your Parts, you have 


a good Conſcience, you have been Zealous for 


the thanks and praiſes of all good Men, and 
what is ſtill more valuable, the ſatisfaction of 


the 


ns, a> ence S 


[54 ] 
be Great Gop; your Cauſe re- 


vou to the Divine Favour and Pro- 
chat are his; and will 
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adjacent, . 


And Flac i 
By the Societies for Promoting 


Reformation 0 "of { Manmers; $ 
ad}. baA : 129ml 5919 10 15 
By! forthering-thie Excoution of ther 4 W 8 
ane Prophaneneſs and Immorality, 

. ba. ul Chriſtian Methods. 
HE Reaſonableneſs a lane 
S197. 198 leties| for the more e 
—ceearrying on 4 Work of this Na- 
ture, need not be further proved, after 
what bas been ſaid with ſo much Advan- 
tage upon E that, Subject i in the Annual Re- 
for mation Sermons; as alſo by the excellent 
Author ob the Mels Duty of Man, who, in 

us Treatiſe of the Cauſes f th Decay 4 
C 2 Piety, hath this remarkable Paſ. 
fage :...\The Sande, faith: be, | brought upon 
t un 1 . 
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res wb a fre nd. prevate R 
formations. There muſt be Comte nations and 
publick Confederaties in Virtue, to ballance 
and counterpoiſe theſe of Viee,. or fhe will ne- 
ver recover that Honour which ſhe atquired 
by the general Piety of ber Profeſſors. 


| Trans be to God, hany fuch Combi. 
nations and public Confederades ary D 
in Being, who make it a great Part of their 
Buſineſs to oppoſe am as FI as par- 


wal OE 10+ wd, ola va 
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Tas Societies for PPT. of FRY 
are e eminently of that Number: And the 
Uſefulteſs: of fuch Confederacies is viſible 
from What bas been actually brought about 
by means of the ſaid Societies, far beyond 
what could have been hoped for from . 
private Endeavoùrs. Mwultitades, for bea 
Forty Tears laſt paſt, have been 12 
cured; and * according to Law, for 
tewd and ſcandalous Practices. Great Num- 
bers of Bawdy-Houſes, and other Diſorderly 
Houſes, have been ſuppreſſed and hut up 
| and the Streets very! trom 
wretched, Tribe 1 
and moſt. 
Men, taken with lewd Kaas 
. _ u brought to, . thively LEY, 


I 


1 1 


Puniſhment, been diſcourage d, and turned 
(as we have Teaſon to hof 5 from follow- 
ing ſuch ſinful Courſes, which often cauſe 
them to defraud their Parents, Malters, Ge. 
and bring themſelves to utter Ruin. More- 
dver, many "Thouſands of good Books have 
been difperſed by theſe Saczeries throughout 
the Kingdom, dd put into the Hands of 
lewd and profane Perſons, to. awaken them 
do a Senſe of their Sins. "By theſe various 
Methods \ maby Perſons have, by the Bleſſing 
of Goy, been brought to Seble of their 
Sin and Danger; Me tho they have at firſt 
been exifperated againſt the 1. nſtraments of 
awakening them out of their dreadful Le- 
— 2 „and ſtopping them in their ſinful 
C es; yet have they afterwards bleſſed 
XC 85 for their Recovery,, and been. heartily 
thankful to thoſe, WhO had been Tervice- 
able to them therein. 4s 


PWT 8 Undertaking, * by a very few 
Perſons, has mightily ſpread it ſelf, not on- 
ly in Great Britain, but in Foreign Parts. 

Kad the great Good which, by Gop's Bleſ- 
_ ling, has hea done by the aid Societies, 
has very mach animated their Endeavours. 
They likewiſe have been encouraged by ſe- 
veral Royal Proclamations, Orders of Lell 

ons, Preſentments of Grand- Juries in:many 
Counties in England. ; by the Lord-Mayors 
<0 Court of X of the City of Lon- 
don; by many Sermons of the Right Reve- 


5 H 2 rend 
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rend the Biſho ps, and other eminent Di- 
vines, preachied kee Societies, and by the 
Writin S. of other learned Men; as a by 
the ſoſemm Approbation of a confiderable 
Nane of Lords Spiritual and Temporal. 
and the Honourable Judges of England and 
 Treland; and the cer * Yn 
Protoſtatt Churches. V 
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Ir muſt be confeſſedl, wel b cg 
ag? 'Debauchery do very much 

for Want of a more general 1 hearty 
Concurrence in this Work of. Perſons of 
all Orders amongſt us, in Proportion to 5 


Groytnels of the ee rofl} Ain 


＋ as ſaid Societies have Mahal nds 
been aſſiſting in Proſecuting, from the Fir 
of December 1729; to the Firft of Decem- 
ber 1730, divers ſorts of Offenders, 5 vis. dn 


f "Ld and Diſorderly P r aftices—— * wy 51 
| Keeping of Bawdy and Diſorderiy 2 
n Heul: 
4 Bestens their Trades or Ornat 
* Calliags' on the Lord's- Day "424 
For For 4p prophane * Swearing and Curfin mt 22 
I Keeping Common Gaming - Hon es, + wt 
- " JOF 3d: GOO” . whe 61 
= * Aſſaulting Conſtables, c&c. in the Ex. e e 
| 30. ecution of their Office — 2 
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_ The late. oreſcribed Method i * the granting 4 * and 

Warrants fs prophane Swearers, e. Which the! Juſtices of the 

Peace thought themſelves obliged. to follow, has rendered the Proſe · 
cution of thoſe Offenders more dilatory, Which, wich ſome other 
—4 wo Walle for þ he Year paſt, are the Cauſe why ſo few Perſons 
have been Ar. profane a ths Ge. .. during that time. 
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85 fads? 
Badr 44 Total amber cf dais ſeeu- 
{ted in or near London only, for Debauchery 
and'/Profaneneſs,' for near-40 Years laſt paſt, 
are calculated at about 1 8 1 2180 
| e Lacie 44 0 3; 991 03 eng een 
Tn have alſo been afffting i. in Yar 
ing to Puniſhment ſeveral Sabmitical 
Houſes, as well as divers Perſons for Sodomy, 
and Sodomitical Pratiices, who have been 
proſecuted by the Direction, and; at the 
Charge of the Government. 
BO ene N11 ane 10 Qs 94-1059 
Ir Impiety and [Dobavehwrgr 100 gone 
on ſpreading and increaſing among us for 
the laſt | Forty. Wars, at that prodigious 
rate as they did for many Years before, we 
had aſſuredly been one of the moſt profli- 
gate Nations in the World; which muſt 
probably have reduced us to a very miſer- 
able Sondition long before now: Thus by 
the Bleſſing of Gop pon tlie various En- 
deavours that have been uſed by therſeveral 
Societies, a great Check hath been given 
to the Prevalency of the moſt ſeandalous 
Vices, and in many ne a viſible alte- 
| ration. has 0 0 71 ; 955 52 7's 121 1 1 thr 4 
88819 10 231011 ie, 5458 
Tos W 9d 1 bare oy juſt Zeal 
for the Honour of G op and Religion; Who 
deſire to prevent the ſpreading of the Le- 
proſie of Sin; who are unwilling to have 
their Children and otber Relations or their 
2 an af * corrupted bor ill Ex- 
Ws: |, 511 | amples 
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Ry . wick ed Nee Thoſe 8 Fe 
ſincerely wiſh. well to thoſe excellent and 
bhopeful Nurſeries of Piety and good Man- 
ners, the Cyaziry-Scnoors; and would be 
heartily grieved to ſee the Chriſtian Inſtru- 
_ Rion and pious Education that Children re- 
ceive therein, miſcarry, through prevailing 
open Temptations to Wickedneſs, and a ge- 
neral Contempt of Religion: Thoſe, 5 
Who have any. ins 1 to their ve: g's 
and would prevent a National Guilt, 
_ thereby keep off National Judgments, can- 
poſſibly, one would think, but — 75 
approve and affiſt this uſeful Deſign for 9 
on ung Profaneneſs and nne, _— 


No W. [Whereas * bade moſt 1 
ou inſinuated, That it is not Refur- 
mation which is intended, but the get 
ting of Money from the Delinquents; 
and by ſuch baſe and vile E 
impoſed on ſome very ag r- 
12 Dake: It is hereby declared to the 
World, That fuch a Charge upon 
ttheſe Societies is abſolutely falſe. It 
is allowed that there have 3 _ 
_ baſe and wicked Perſons (not engag'd, 
or in the leaſt concerned in this Work) 
* have extorted Money from Offen- 
p rs, and-ſometimes from honeſt Men. 
_ Ad ſuch Practices are utterly — . 
4250 111i by theſe Societies, (who, it is well 
. how? n, l After 
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fuck Perfous, and when eee | 


4 ” 355 brought them to Puniſhment) nor 

do they know or believe that any who 
axe engaged with them are chargeable 
. er pm vile Practices. 


vvoentas much as is poſſible, all Suſpicion 
4 05 2. mer 


And to pre- 


Deſign or Prineiple in 

any that act in the Bufineſs of Reforma- 
50 the Grit eoncern'd have 
all along recommended and inſiſted upon 


| 5 it with their Friends, that thoſe whogive 


Information againſt Vice or Profaneneſs, 


ſhould never receive that Part of the 


Penalty which the Law allows the 


Informer; and it has not come to their 


Knowledge, that any ſuch Perſon hath | 


Und... 
Sp of 


ated. otherwiſe... However, if at aoy 
et hereafter it ſhould, happen, that 
any Per fon, or Perſons, concerned in 


this good Dehign, mould be 1 mabls | 


with, any of the evil Practices before- 


mentioned, or even with taking the Re- 
Ward which the Law allows them; it 
di humbly requeſted of all chat are 
NA heartily concerned for. the Intereſt of 
Religion, that they will ive Wale 
4 thereof to any of the ſaid S 


* B. The Perſons concerned in PAY «ag com 1 . 
| 9 their Proſecutions to the Offences menti- | 


on'd i in this Account. 
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55 AN for the further preventing. any Ob. 
jections from thoſe who are too much dif 


poſed to raiſe them, againſt this rope WM 


Work, that there is moré Regard had to 
the Puniſhment, - than to the Converſion of 
prophane and vicious i Perſons; it may not 

Improper to /fAcquaint;the World: That 


in;Conjundtipn: wirh the other | pious and 
proper Methods of Inſtruction;: ; Admonition, . 
and, Reproof, the n 


umber of Books Written 
and publiſhed for thoſe and the like Ends, 
and given away at their own Charge, are 
calculated at above F our hundred and 
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